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The birth certificate, a “passport” for life
Dear members and donors of the Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans' Trust,

Thamu moved to the Umguza district, near Bulawayo, with his
mother. She hoped to find work there. Unfortunately, Thamu had
no birth or transfer certificate, meaning he could not enrol at a
school in his new town. His mother could not afford to travel to
Lupane, their former home halfway between Bulawayo and
Victoria Falls, to request a birth certificate. She was also unaware
that she could apply for it in her own name and that she did not
need to provide Thamu's father's details.

Sethule Orphans' Trust supported her throughout the process,
informed her of the legal requirements, and covered the transport
costs and fees associated with obtaining the birth certificate.
Thamu has now been registered and can attend school. He
officially exists.

Without a birth certificate, a person cannot access education, healthcare, a passport, regular work, a
driving licence, or marriage...!

Like Thamu, one in three children in rural Zimbabwe does not have a birth certificate. For years, Sethule
Orphans' Trust has been working to ensure these children obtain this essential document. Since 2020,
over 1,100 children have benefited from this initiative. In 2025, our charity will organise workshops in 12
villages to raise awareness among residents and village chiefs of the importance of birth certificates, and
to inform them of the procedure for obtaining them. Children without birth certificates are registered, and
any issues are addressed to help them obtain the necessary identity documents, death certificates, etc.
If necessary, staff members accompany families to the registration office. The costs of the procedure are
also covered.

As both a lawyer and a mother, this project is particularly close to my heart. Please help as many children
as possible to receive this important certificate, which will benefit them throughout their lives, by
donating to:

CHB80 0839 0040 1968 1000 0

Alternative Bank Schweiz,4601 Olten. Adressed to: Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans’ Trust,
Weiherstr. 10, 3073 Gimligen

(Payment slip attached)

Thank you for your loyalty and best regards

Mo M L WL

Anne-Marie Saxer-Steinlin, President of the association

PS1: All tasks in our association are carried out on a voluntary basis and most material expenses are
sponsored. In 2024, our administrative costs were less than 1%!
PS2: If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please send an email to info@sethule.ch




