
   
2025 Annual Report 
Sethule Orphans' Trust in Zimbabwe 
Thabbeth Cotton, director of the Sethule Orphans' Trust, writes in her annual report that there are 
positive signs of economic growth in Zimbabwe. Nevertheless, a large part of the population still lives 
in poverty. Families living in rural areas are particularly affected by food shortages and unstable 
weather conditions. At the end of 2025, rainfall was abundant, but will this continue? Unemployment 
and limited access to basic services are still part of everyday life for many people. 
Education and training programmes for children and young people remain at the heart of Sethule 
Orphans' Trust's work. Last year, 64 students were supported, from primary school to university. Now, 
some young adults are also being supported in their vocational training. Almost all of them passed 
their end-of-year exams. Sethule invests heavily in supporting students and their overall development 
at the Sethule Skills Centre. Our organisation is in regular contact with their teachers, families and 
village authorities. Sethule students also encourage other children in their villages, helping them with 
their homework and thus bringing about positive and lasting change in their communities. 
 

Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans' Trust 
Events and information in Switzerland 
Our general meeting was held on 30 April via Zoom. Sinqobile, a Sethule scholarship holder, gave us a 
glimpse into her life in a video. The discussion that followed with herself, other students, school 
sponsors, the director and team members was fascinating. 
The summer newsletter was also dedicated to the scholarship programme. In the autumn newsletter, 
Thamu proudly showed off his birth certificate, which now allows him to attend school in his new place 
of residence. This project is particularly close to my heart, as a birth certificate is a ‘passport’ into life. 
The Christmas letter, which is sent by post, once again helped us to collect numerous donations. 
Among other things, we were able to finance ten sturdy bicycles. 
We send the newsletter in German, French and English. All this information is also available on our 
trilingual website (www.sethule.ch). 

Child Safeguarding Policy 
In line with its mission, Sethule Orphans' Trust works closely with children. It is therefore extremely 
important that everyone involved is aware that children's welfare must be protected and that they 
must not be abused. Staff on site have a ‘child safeguarding policy’ and ensure that it is implemented 
effectively.  
Our Swiss association has virtually no direct contact with children, but we nevertheless have an 
obligation to ensure the safety and dignity of all children with whom we come into contact in the 
course of our fundraising work. This primarily involves treating names, photos, videos and stories with 
care. We have therefore decided to establish our own child safeguarding policy. 

Home base of Sethule Orphans’ Trust 
Since 2021, the Sethule Orphans' Trust centre has been located in a building on the Cotton family’s 
property in the suburbs of Bulawayo. The Sethule Skills Centre is also housed there. Other central 
activities are regularly organised there. In December 2025, the Cotton couple sold this property to 
Sethule Orphans' Trust, Zimbabwe. Several private individuals from Switzerland made additional, 
generous donations specifically for this house purchase. Sethule Orphans' Trust in England (UK) also 
contributed. This enabled the charity to make the purchase. Donations to the charity's programmes 
were not reduced as a result. Sethule now has secure headquarters and a stable base for its future 
development. 

 



   
Leysin American School (LAS) 
In the spring, 15 students and two teachers from LAS travelled to Zimbabwe. They helped with 
painting, planted trees and took part in a cultural exchange with local young people. The funds raised 
by LAS are used to finance construction work for underprivileged rural schools. 

Finances 
In 2025, we received CHF 271'356 from 111 individuals, CHF 135'000 from 12 foundations, CHF 9'090 
from four parishes and CHF 68'579 from Sethule Orphans' Trust (UK). Donations in kind amounted to 
CHF 656. In total, this represents 484'682 Swiss francs in revenue. I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to everyone for this wonderful and generous support! 
Of this revenue, CHF 260'961 were spent on the purchase of the house in Bulawayo. We transferred, 
similar to the previous year, CHF 167'980 to the various programmes in Zimbabwe. Our association's 
administrative and fundraising costs amounted to CHF 1'980 for the year 2025, or 0.46% of our 
expenses. 
At the end of the year, our assets amounted to CHF 154'267, most of which is earmarked for specific 
projects. 

The committee 
Unfortunately, we had to say goodbye to Chris and Esther Blake at the general meeting. They had been 
part of our organisation since its creation in 2018 and were extremely active. Chris was our treasurer 
and set up our financial system. He also helped us create our first website. Esther translated a large 
number of documents. And both of them actively helped wherever help was needed. I thank them 
from the bottom of my heart for everything they have done! Bernhard Kobel has taken over as 
treasurer and has already gained a great deal of experience. 
Our executive committee held two digital meetings and met once at Lis Seeley's home. All members 
of the committee work on a voluntary basis and often devote many hours to our organisation and to 
the children and young people of Zimbabwe. I would like to express my sincere thanks to my colleagues 
for their commitment. 
 

 
Anne-Marie Saxer-Steinlin, president 
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Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans' Trust Association 
(Situation at the end of 2025) 
 
 
Committee 
Madeleine Bichsel, 3113 Rubigen   Member 
Michael Cotton,1854 Leysin    Zimbabwe expert 
Bernhard Kobel, 3065 Bolligen    Treasurer  
Alex Flynn-Padick, 1854 Leysin    Mailings 
Zoé Guillermin, 1854 Leysin    Translations 
Anne-Marie Saxer-Steinlin, 3073 Gümligen  President, fundraising 
Manuela Schläfli, 3006 Bern     Website 
Lis Seeley, 1814 La Tour-de-Peilz   Secretary, fundraising 
LeighAnn Shafiq, 1854 Leysin    Christmas letter design 
 
 
Director of Sethule Orphans’ Trust 
Thabbeth Cotton, 1854 Leysin 
 
 
Auditor 
Willly Oppliger, 3045 Meikirch     
 
 
 
Website 
www.sethule.ch (Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans' Trust) 
www.sethuletrust.org and www.sethuledev.org (Sethule in Zimbabwe) 
 
 
 
Account Information 
CH80 0839 0040 1968 1000 0 
Swiss Alternative Bank, 4601 Olten   
In favour of: Swiss Friends of Sethule Orphans‘ Trust, Weiherstr. 10, 3073 Gümligen 


