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School sponsorship 
 
In Zimbabwe, the school year starts in January. The state requires all children to pay school fees, wear 
a school uniform and pay for school supplies and toiletries needed at school. This is often a heavy 
burden for rural families. Sethule Orphans' Trust supports them when necessary. Particularly gifted 
pupils are given the opportunity to continue their education in a boarding school and, in some cases, to 
study at a university or college. In 2026 72 children and young people are supported in school 
programs. 
 

One year of primary school costs 120 Swiss francs. 
One year of secondary school costs 560 Swiss francs. 
One year of boarding school costs 2000 Swiss francs. 
One year of vocational training costs 420 Swiss francs. 

The costs for tertiary education vary greatly depending on the university or college. 
 
 

Would you like to sponsor a child at school? 
 

• You communicate your interest to the Director of Sethule Orphans' 
Trust, Thabbeth Cotton, at the address below. 

• The team in charge of the school programme in Zimbabwe will decide 
which child you are eligible for. The child and his or her legal 
guardians must agree. 

• You will be informed of the decision, stating the child's first name, age 
and current grade. 

• You pay the costs of this child for one school year 
• You decide each year whether you want to continue or stop 

sponsorship and let Sethule know 3 months in advance, i.e. by 30 
September. 

• Sethule Orphans' Trust informs you once a year about the child's 
school life and progress. 

• You are welcome to write to the child in English and the child can also 
write to you. The correspondence must pass through Sethule 
Orphans' Trust, there should be no direct contact. 

• If you are planning a trip to Zimbabwe and would like to meet the 
child, please let Sethule Orphans' Trust know. The team will obtain 
the parents' consent and organise the date and place of the meeting 
accompanied by a staff member. 

 
 
We are happy to facilitate contact with the child but want to avoid 
"adoption" and unequal treatment between the children. 
 

 
 

 

 
Further information and registration with: 
Thabbeth Cotton, Director Sethule Orphans’ Trust 
Route de Veyges 32, 1854 Leysin 
E-mail: thabbeth.cotton@sethuletrust.org, Mobile: +41 76 242 32 12 
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We look forward to hearing about your interest in sponsoring a child 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You make a difference in my life 
 

"I've been a recipient of the Sethule Scholarship since the age of 
five years. My parents died then, and my grandmother raised me. 
EMARIKA, (the first Sethule preschool), opened its doors to 
children in 2006 and I was one of the pioneer pupils. 
 

I've been on scholarship for the past 15 years. My amazing journey 
with Sethule began, when I was enrolled in the Early Childhood 
Development programme and afterwards, Sethule placed me in 
different schools where I received an excellent education. Sethule 
not only covered my school & basic expenses, but they offered me 
emotional support too. I am now 20 years old. In April 2022, I am 
going to university to study law and Sethule has pledged to pay 
my tuition. I am very grateful for the affection I have received 
during my whole life’s journey. 
 

Thank you so much for your kindness and affection. May you con-
tinue to make a difference in people's lives. One day, when I am 
done with school, I too wish to make a difference in the lives of 
children." 
 

Caroline 

 
 
 

Why do I sponsor a child? 
 

"I've been sponsoring a student through Sethule for 
several years now because I know how much my 
support can and does help.  Although the cost is minimal 
for myself, I know it is life changing for Ayanda. Sethule 
has done a great job of balancing privacy with updates, 
so I have been able to see what my support has done for 
him while not exploiting him for donations. Sponsoring a 
child through Sethule gives me the confidence to know 
that my money is going to do good for the people that 
need it and not end up paying for high salaries or other 
unnecessary expenses." 
 

Alex Flynn-Padick, M.Ed., Leysin 
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