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Zimbabwe current news
As a result of multiple crises, that include drought, socio and economic,
families in Zimbabwe continue to face multiple challenges. With the
Covid19 pandemic, the unemployment rate reached a critical rate of
95%.
By August 2020, there were 6388 cases of coronavirus infections with a
total of 195 deaths.
Domestic violence cases increased during lockdown. Currently
according to Childline Zimbabwe; child abuse related cases surpass
10 000 in a single day

PROGRESS REPORT
August 2020

Highlights of our work before
lockdown
On 27 March, the Sethule staff joined all
Zimbabwean on lockdown.
Highlights between January and
March 2020
907 children and teenagers helped
through the different Sethule school
programmes, such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safeguarding awareness
Birth certificate attainment
Scholarship & school fees support
Food aid
Bereavement counselling
Environment protection clubs
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Working at home during lockdown
presented many challenges for the
staff members; such as:
• Small houses are shared with a
large number of family member
and thus there was a lot of
disturbance and also very little
work space.
• They had to cope with both
Sethule work & home schooling
their children.
• Poor or absent WIFI at home
made work communication
difficult.
Advantages included:
• Time to reflect and restructure
programmes.
• All staff members attended an
extensive online Child
Safeguarding course.
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Returning from lockdown, our emphasis
was on awareness and prevention of the
COVID19. This was done in partnership
with:
Supporting & rehabilitating
communities lockdown was done
through:
• Targeting the city youth and
families, our Media team was
consistent in posting Covid19
awareness messages through
social media platforms such as
WhatsApp and Facebook.
• 15 short videos were created and
circulated on social media
• Food appeal proposals were sent
and these successfully generated
funds for food aid., and thus many
families were assisted with grocery
packs.
• A Relief Plan for the rural
communities was set up to help
families with food hampers.

v Childline Zimbabwe:
The Child Safeguarding workshop
gave awareness to relevance of
child protection during both
lockdown and while children are
being kept home and not attending
school. Channels of reporting
abuse were made clear and easily
accessible.
v The Ministry of Education:
The training of 1017 teachers was
mainly to capacitate them with
knowledge about COVID19. To
ensure that pupils/students would
be safe, emphasis was made on
risk Assessment and on how to
manage the case of COVID.
v The Ministry of Health & Child
Care
The workshop, Covid19
Readjustment Plan, was run
With the Ministry of Health for the
purpose of equipping Sethule with
knowledge and facts about COVID
19. Sethule staff would then use the
information to educate, introduce
innovations and attempt to reduce
the spread of COVID 19 within
communities.
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Workshop with the ministry of education

Sethule Staff & Ministry of Health

Team setting up grocery hampers

PAGE 5

Hand sanitizer

Facilitators doing Temperature checks

Carrying groceries home to grandmother
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These posters were designed by the Sethule media team in order to
promote safe guarding during lockdown. The posters were distributed to
different villages.

Conclusion
Though our plans were changed by the circumstances beyond our control, we cannot
wait to go back and give a helping hand to our orphans and vulnerable families.
We look forward especially to re-initiating these five projects
New projects
• Building of Sethule School
• Renovation of St James School
• Establishment of new Sethule headquarters
• The Birth Certificate Project
• Our New website (this will be online by mid-September).
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